
Summer Program at Forest Lakes Park 
The Summer Program at Forest Lakes Park runs for six weeks and is open Mondays through 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. In 2021, the dates will be June 7-July 13. Between 15-30 children 
between the ages of 5-17 typically attend, free of charge. They either walk to the center, are dropped 
off by family members, or are picked up and delivered to the center by the SoZo Kids van. 
 
The Summer Program is held in the Forest Lakes Park 
Community Center, which consists of one open 
meeting room, a kitchen, and a bathroom. A large 
outdoor playground area contains a basketball court, 
jungle gym, and open space for games of all kinds. 
 
A Typical Day  
Volunteers arrive between 8:15-8:45 a.m. When the 
children arrive at 9 a.m., they receive breakfast, after 
which they typically are sent outside to play while 
indoor “centers” are set up. Throughout the morning, 
children rotate among the centers, which might include crafts, games, reading, or special projects, 
such as photography, roller derby, science lab, or whatever creative ideas volunteers come up with. 
Children receive a snack during the morning, followed by 
lunch at noon. 
 
Depending upon the weather, children typically finish their 
stay playing outdoors or inside, sometimes watching a 
movie, while volunteers clean up the facility. On occasion, 
children are taken offsite for special events, including a visit 
to Chick-fil-A for its annual children’s free lunch day. Kids 
leave for home at 1 p.m.; volunteers leave shortly after.  
 
Volunteer Expectations 
Friends of SoZo Kids is committed to supporting the Summer 
Program at Forest Lakes Park with our time, talents, and 
treasures. Our goal is to provide six volunteers each day. Volunteers are encouraged to sign up once a 
week, if possible. That way, volunteers and children can get to know one another better. We typically 
carpool from The Villages or other convenient locations. 
 
Volunteers working directly with children must undergo a Level II FBI background check, which 
includes fingerprinting. You must also complete a volunteer application. Instructions are on the “Get 
Involved” page of this website. 
 
We are also looking for individuals or groups interested in providing nutritious snacks or more 
substantial meals (e.g., tacos, pizza, fresh fruits and vegetables). Email us at 
Contact@FriendsOfSoZoKids.com for more information on how you might help. 

https://www.friendsofsozokids.com/get-involved
https://www.friendsofsozokids.com/get-involved

